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DIGNITY IS BEING ABLE:
TO PUT FOOD ON
THE TABLE FOR OUR
FAMILY

TO GIVE OUR
CHILDREN AN
EDUCATION FOR A
BRIGHTER FUTURE

TO WALK ON THE
STREETS SAFELY
TO BREATHE CLEAN
AIR AND TO PROTECT
AND CONSERVE OUR
ENVIRONMENT

TO TREAT EACH
OTHER AS EQUALS
AND WITH RESPECT

TO EXPRESS OUR
OPINIONS WITHOUT
FEAR

“I, like you, have been fortunate to
grow up in a Malaysia that is
peaceful and inclusive. Sadly,
times have changed so much.
Every day, most of us have to fight
hard to keep our dignity.”
• GST means everything costs so much more.
• Violence against women and children is on the rise, like
other crimes.
• Scholarships are less available, denying our children quality
education.
• Our country is now one of the most corrupt in Asia.
• Our forests and native lands are being destroyed by
corrupt developers.
• Oppressive laws restrict our freedom of expression.
Things are much worse than before. What can be done?
Change for the better is possible.

HOW WILL MARIA
ACHIEVE HER GOALS?
MY AIM

1
CLEAN
AND FAIR
GOVERNMENT

2

LIVING WAGES FOR
A COMFORTABLE
STANDARD OF
LIVING

3
EQUALITY
AND JUSTICE FOR
WOMEN

4
EMPOWERING
YOUTH

5
DEVELOPMENT &
ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE

WHAT I BELIEVE

HOW I WILL DO IT

A clean and fair
government is the
foundation of a prosperous,
healthy nation. Our leaders
must be freely, fairly and
legitimately elected, at all
levels of government, from
Federal to local.

I will work to put in place:
Legal reform
• A Royal Commission of
Inquiry (RCI) to review the
electoral system and
processes
• RCI on Local Council
Elections

Every worker must be
given a living wage so that
they don’t have to struggle
to cover the basic costs
required for a dignified
and healthy life.

I will push for:
• A living wage that allows
for a comfortable standard
of living, including
work-life balance
• Social safety net measures

The Federal Constitution
guarantees women’s
equality BUT not enough
concrete action has taken
place. Women still face
discrimination and women
leaders in all fields are far
too few.

I will work towards:
• Gender equality
legislation to respect and
protect the rights of all
women in Malaysia
• Training more women to
be ready for politics and
leadership

Young people are our
biggest asset. We have a
duty to nurture them
through quality, accessible
education and to build
their leadership skills so
they have a bright future in
the workplace and for life.

I will advocate for :
• Quality education for all
Malaysians
• Learning centres for
marginalised and
underprivileged youth

Our mother earth is
precious and critical for
our survival. We must learn
to protect it and not allow
for irresponsible
development policies.

I will advocate for:
• Participatory and inclusive
development that reduces
harm and protect people’s
security and right to
livelihood
• Sustainable consumption
and production
• Responsible resource and
environmental management

“My entry into the political arena is about change. As a
candidate rooted in social activism, my aim is to strengthen the
democratic reform agenda – the heartbeat of civil society’s work
– through collaboration with Pakatan Harapan on key reforms”
Maria Chin Abdullah, March 2018
Maria hails from Kampar, Perak, went to Assunta Secondary School in Petaling
Jaya, Selangor, and obtained BSc Applied Economics from the University of East
London and MSc Urban Planning from the University of London.
As a women’s rights activist, she has worked for women’s rights for over 30 years
and played a key role in lobbying for the Domestic Violence Act 1994 and laws
related to violence against women. She has been involved with the Joint Action
Group for Gender Equality (JAG) to advocate for gender equality.
As the former Executive Director of Persatuan
Kesedaran Komuniti Selangor (Empower) she worked
with marginalised groups, such as low-income
women and indigenous communities.
As the former chairperson for the Coalition for
Good Governance, she worked with Petaling Jaya
residents and civil society in 2008 to push for
democratic governance and local council
elections.
A strong advocate for electoral and institutional
reform, she led the massive Bersih 4 and Bersih
5 rallies for free and fair elections, as the then
Bersih 2.0 chairperson. Just before the Bersih 5
rally, she was detained without trial under
Security Offences (Specia Measures) Act 2012
(SOSMA) for 11 days in solitary confinement.
Maria is a mother of three who works tirelessly
to fight for an inclusive Malaysia. She believes
in clean and fair elections, women’s rights,
youth participation and developmental and
environmental justice.
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